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WATER BOA 
" $ 
Boa Enydris, B. colore griseo variegata. Boddaert Nov. Act, 
Ces. 7. p. 18. 
Boa with grey variegations. 
Boa Enydris. Lin. Syst, Nat. p. 274. 
Abdominal scuta 270, subcaudal 105. 


This species, according to Linnaeus, is varie- 
gated with different shades of grey; the teeth in 
the lower jaw are longer than usual in this genus ; 
the number of abdominal scuta is 270, and of the 
subcaudal ones 105. Linnzus described it from a 
specimen'in the collection of Baron Degeer. It 
is greatly allied in general appearance to the Hor- 
tulana, having a compressed body, and a nearly 


similar pattern. ne 





“BROWN BOA. 


Boa Ophryas. B. corpore fusco. 
Boa with brown body. A, 


Boa Ophryas. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 274. 
Abdominal scuta 281, subcauda 84. 
ہس‎ 
MENTIONED by Linnzus from a specimen in 
the Museum of Degeer: has the general habit of 
the B. Constrictor, but is of a dark or dusky co-- 
‘Jour, and has 281 abdominal and 84 subcaudal 


scuta, 1 e 
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| CANINE BOA. « | 
| QÛNE 07 
۳۹ Per Cand. B. Ph fasciis dorsalibus transtersis undulatis 
መ. vat: with | ed prsal bands, 
us, Ad . Frid id. p. 39. t. 3. 
96, au ar perpens 
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This species, which does not appear" to 
been described by any author except Seba, is 
the form of its head, aud the general shape of 
body, most allied to the Canina and Phrygia. 
its colour it appears to vary, the ground-ei 
id whitey, but thé. varit ! 
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348 EMBROIDERED BOA. 


the head is covered in front with large scales: 


the tail is extremely. deque pretty sud- 
denly. u^ J کے‎ 8 
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Bon, with a grey act on the back ; the body most 
tly marked with black lace-like variegations, 
Ph iticus Orientalis Gerende dictus. Seb. 1, f. 62, f. 2. 
hole: Serpent tribe it may be 
hëre exists d'species more truly 
"Its general size seems 
oa canina,rbut its length 
in T the زد‎ ۳ tolour 
imal ute, with a very slight 
ju the back, while along 
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ieg: ti mens as to bear a 
striking es emblance to an embroidery in needle- 
work : سس‎ is of the same form with that of 
the Boa canina; and nadê 66 narrow black 
streaks, which, sun ai Ka Tan of tlıe head 
and the clıeeks, as sh ۳9 , join with 
the embroidered Pattern e! ba ace: ‘the lower 
surface is entir ا‎ 2: RE is singular that so 
remarkable 3 “species, shoulc have been at- 
tended to by 1 ١ Zanê to Seba, 
a native of t dies; she adds, that it is 
called by the title of Gerende “and that in some 
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EMBROIDERED BOA. 849 


places divine honours are paid to it. In the Le- 
verian Museum are fine specimens of this snake, 
one of which appears to have swallowed some spe- 
cies of Oppossum of about the size of a common 
rat, the head of which is purposely drawn out 
from an opening made in the abdomen. In the 
Museum of the late Dr. William Hunter is also a 
very beautiful specimen. As this species can never 
be mistaken for any other yet known, it is the less 
necessary to particularize the exact number of its 
abdominal and subcaudal scuta, which, in speci- 
mens preserved in covered glasses, is not very easy 
to investigate: the only circumstance in which it 
appears to vary is in the intensity of colour in the 
embroidered pattern, which in some is black, and 
in others deep chesnut. 


VAR. 7 


SEBA describes and figures two snakes which 
appear to me to be varieties of this species: one of 
a purplish-ferruginous, the other of a yellow-fer- 
ruginous colour: the abdomen in the former pale 
purple, in the latter yellowish white: the general 
variegations the same as in the first described kind : 
the purplish variety is said to be from Japan, the 
other from New Spain. See Seba, vol. 2. pl. 79 
and 80. Yet, ifwe may trust to the accuracy of 
the engraving, they should seem rather co belong 
to the genus Coluber, the tails in both being re- 
presented with divided squame; but this may 
perhaps be an inaccuracy on the part of the artist. 
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GARDEN BOA. 


ዥ 1 


Boa Hortulana. ` Bi griseo-flavescens fusco variegata, copite lim- 
bato, corpore subcomprtsao,. maculis lateralibus cuneiformihus, 

Yellowish-grey Boa, with brown variegations: those on the 
head resem bling. face : tHe bod y subcompressed, and the 
sides marked by wedge- háped spots. 

Boa Hortulana. Lin. Syst. Nat, p. 274. Mus, Ad. Frid. p. 37. 

Abdominal scuta 299, e A22 


= گے سے 


Turs very لته‎ Shichii is of moderate 
Size, measurmg only a dew feet in length, and 
being of a ۳ 7 form, has obtained its iium an 
title from the Singular pattërn of the variegations 
on the head, which are of a blackish ae on a 
pale ferruginous or yellowish ground, and ih some 
degree represent thësform.of a parterre in an old- 
fashioned garden: the variegations on the body 
are of similar coleur, and are disposed into large 
circular, and sometimes angular patches on ሠ 
sides, the centres of some being open, aud « 
others marked by an oblong'spot: besides these are 
interspersed others of smaller size and of different 
forms: the abdomen is commonly y ellowish, with 
dusky specks and pátelies : the ی‎ of 
the whole snake is sometimes pale violet, and the 
vat iegations dark purplish brown, but in all its va- 
| this species an ይ "ds. | ata by 
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RAT BOA. 351 


tail slender. It is a native of South America. 


Seba figures what "mes be a variety of this ١ 
species, of a sea-green colour above, with deep) | 


chesnut variegations, and pale yellow beneath, 
with reddish spots, 
It is remarkable that Linnzus, in the Museum 


Adolphi Friderici, appears to describe the Boa’ 


hortulana as a species of Coluber, having the 


habit or general aspect of a Boa. 








سیا 


RAT BOA, 


Boa Murina. B. grisea maculis ۱ nigris, lateralibus al- 


bido-ocellatis. 

Grey Boa, with round black spots, those on the sides ocellated 
with white. “pi 

Boa murina, Lan. Syst. Nat. p. 274. N 

Serpens testudinca Americana, murium insidiator. Seb. 1. 
t. 29. | 


ጐ 


Abdominal scuta 254, subcaudal 65. 


This is a middle-sized species, measuring about 


two feet and a half or three feet in length, and. 
being of a moderately thick form: the colour of 


the whole upper part is grey or Mr و‎ 
with several moderately large round black 
dispersed i in a somewhat irregular manner ۴ ۳ 
the back and sides; those on the sides being 
marked with a white patch, so as to appear ocel- 
lated: some smaller spots.of différent ms are 









also interspersed: the abdomen i is a ye Jowish 


white or pale colour, with a few seattered dusky 
spots: the head is mi ked on each, side by twe 





352 CROTALINE BOA. 


longitudinal black stripes: this species 1s said to 
feed principally on rats, and to be found in South 
America. | 





CROTALINE BOA. 


Boa maculis nigris rhombeatis dorsalibus, cauda subtus serie qua- . 
druplici squamarum terminata, 

Boa with black rhomboid dorsal spots, and tail terminated be- 
neath by four rows oi scales. 

Crotalus mutus, Lin, Syst. Nat. p. 373. 


Tuis snake Linnaeus was induced to place in 
the gents Crotalús, from its habit, and from a 
certain peculiar disposition of the scales at the 
tip of the tail, which are distributed into four 
‘series, seeming as it were to supply the place of 
the rattle in the genuine Crotali; but since the 
particular organ itself, which so strikingly distin- 
'guishes those serpents, is wanting, it, of course, 
cannot properly belong to the same genus: it is a 
mative of Surinam, and is a large species, marked 
on the back by a chain of black rhomboid spots, 
and is furnished with very large and strong fangs. 
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4 FASCIATED BOA. 


an apparently weak and. languid state, having 
been bruised in taking. . Being set at liberty in a 
room, it crept slowly towards an obscure corner, 
where a chicken being pr esented to to him he took no 
particular notice of it, and even suffered the bird 
to stand on his back. As he shewed no diposition to 
bite, his jaws were. forcibly op pened, and the thigh 
of the chicken being placed between them, the 
mouth was so closed ‘over it as to oblige the fangs 
to act. The bird, ‚when disengaged, shewed im- 
mediate symptoms of poison, and after several 
ineffectual efforts to rise, rested v ith the beak on 
the ground, the head being seized with trémbling. 
In thespace of twenty minutes it lay down on one . 
side, and convulsi S ; soon supervening, it expired 
"within twenty-six > tës from the bite. This 
was the only experiment, made; the snake itself 
dying in the course of the next day ; but from the 
languid state in which it: رنہ جنا‎ and thë effect 
of its bite on the chicken, it be. n 
that, when in full vigour; it mu be: an an 
: highly dangero uré. Dr. Russel observes, 
„fangs ፣ ኤረ shërt for the size of the 

make, a im arë visible en. each side. 
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Boa Viperitia, ١ 
marginata, lateribus nigro n 7 
Grey Boa, with black une AMA white, — 
and sides spotted with 1 an Që. : | 9 
Padain Cgotoo, Russ, I ni Se erp. P | ej 
en % 209,856 caudal 3 
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cases. A living specimen, however, which he ob- 
tained in Dec. 1788, from Ganjam, enabled him to 
make some experiments with it gn chickens; but 
though it arrived to excellent.order, and bit fe- 
rociously, the bite was follov'ed by no symptoms 
of poison. 


=, 


bs ES BOA. 


+ 
4 
— ^ Boa Lineata. B. atrocërulea lincis iransversis arcuatis albo» 
punctatis, abdomine albido 

“Blackish-blue Boa, with white-dotted transverse arcuated 
. lines, and whitish abdomen, . 
Geedi Paragoodoo. Russ. Ind. Ser. p. 1. t. 1. 
Abdominal scuta 209, sübcaudal 47. 


Tas Gd Barados is of a slender form, with 
the general appearance of a Coluber rather than a 
Boa. It is of an extremely dark blue colour, so 
às to appear almost black in certain lights, and is 
marked throughout the whole length of the upper 
part by several transverse curved and dotted white 
lines at somewhat unequal distances, and varying 
M guber ur diront inüividuals from about 
forty-two to fifty: they are so disposed as almost 
to represent so many large spotted circles, if 
viewed from above: the sides of the body, near 
the scuta, are dun-coloured, and the whole range 
of scuta, both abdominal and subcaudal, yellowish- 
white: the head is covered with large scales; the 
body with small ovate ones, and down the back 

runs a row of hexagonal scales: the tail is about 
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three inches and a half long; m tapers to a slen- 
der point. 

This snake is not uncorhmidniat Visagnpatdihyas 
 wWeii-as at Bone and some young ones were 
sent to Dr. Russel rom Masulapatam, under the 
name of Cobra Mop d, The natives of India; who 
generally exaggejate fhe "3oxious character of 
their serpents, assert that th bite of this animal 
produces immediate death. ፻ | 
Dr. Russel, however, prove giat it is seldom fatal 
to chickens in less than halffan hour, and to dogs 
in less than an hour and tën minutës. Itsypeison 
was also observed to cause less violënt convulsions 
in the animals infected by it than that of the Co- 
bra de Capello and another highly poisonous In- 
dian Snake called Katuka Rekula Poda ; but pro- 
duced a greater degree of stupor. 

On the first of August, 1788, a snake of this 
species was received by Dr. R. trom Bimlipatam, 
after a journey of seven hours, ın so languid a 
state that it was with much diflicultysmade to hite: 
a chicken on the breast: alittle speck of blood 
was visible on the skin of the-ehieken, but with- 
out any mark of the fangs having acted ; not- 
withstanding which, i in about twenty-five minutes 
the bird began “to droop, and. in a ዛ ری سے‎ 
more, growing rapidly’: worse, expire 
any considerable -cony > 
' nutes from. #3 bite. 
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the pinionswas soon seized with apparent stupor, 
though it continued to walk; but in ten minutes 
itwas unable to stand, and within a quarter E 
as if ۰ 
twenty minutes it-made seyejal ineffectual efforts 
to rise; was soon afterwerdk faintly convuised, 
and at the end of the dir hour xpired. 

7 AjGlëcai ParagoodJo which had been caught at 
Casem Cottah the diy before, was made to bite a 
large, stout dog onthe thigh near the groin:.it ° 
held fast for more tllgn twenty seconds; but the 
fangs seemed to havyëspenetrated no deeper than 
the skin, there being barely the appearance of 
blood; and some of the poison was found about 
the supposed place of puncture. ‘The dog, when 
first wounded, howled much, but on being: set at 
liberty, walked about without any symptoms of 
poison: in ten minutes he drew up the wounded 
thigh, still continuing on his legs: but in a quar- 
ter of an hour he couched and howled, and the 
thigh became more paralytic, though he was still 
able to raise himself; in twenty-five minutes both 
thighs were observed to be paralytic.: in the course 
of the second hour he grew manifestly disordered ; 
became torpid, and lay panting 6n his side; and 
at the end of the eer ii hour expired, without 
any remarkable appearance of convulsions. The 
part bitten, being examined about four hours after 
death, was observed: scarcely swelled or dis- * 
coloured ; a: circumstance different from what is 
commonly observed in the Vitisaidber poisonous 
serpents, Ms A > .رہ‎ 















m hour lay along the ground, 
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Another dog, of much smaller size, bitten by 
the same snake, expired in one hour and ten mi- 
nutes; having for the last tem minutes. been af 
fected with strong convulsions. — In this case 
about a quarter of, an hour elapsed before. the 
animal shewed sym»ù:ms of being infected ; but 
towards the end pf Wes: ሻና both و‎ legs 
were become pardlytic. 1 

It appears, therefore; that : thi 






of a highly poisonous nature. 1 
| _ “i "ሌሉ 
^ HO RATTA BOA. < 
# Y. s e Û 
Boa سم‎ B. atrofusca, fuscia میں‎ laterali undulata 


maculisque spinalibus flavis. 

‘Dark-brown Boa, with a waving yellow band on each side, 
and a row of dorsal spots. 

Horatta Pam. Russ: Ind. Serp. p. 2. t. 2. 

Abdominal scuta =o, piel 25. 


Tass is a“small species, measuring only about 
fifteen inches i length. Its, colour 18 8. dark 
brown, with a row of spots or ridge: ofthe 
back, from the neck to the end of the tai], vary- 
ing a little in si ure, butall of E 
_lowish colour edged with ا‎ icis en si 
runs a conspicuous W ] th 6 
o UNA aud موہ‎ head arës our remarkable dar 
spots, the largest.of whieh? some Tessmblangs 
toth ምን 1 fofa: 1 2۲36-8 roe ك‎ zuta arë yellowish- 
white, ë hd. ከር a ሸም ones a with - 
“n or Qu «spots : the head js rather anal | 
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than large, and is entirely covered with small -ca- 
rinated scales; the body with somewhat larger 
ones: the tail tapers suddenly, and is an inch and 
half in length. ١ Specimens of ferent sizes were 
found to vary very little infolour, still less in 
spots, and very little 1 & number of secuta. 
The fangs or poisonin s ዩ! this snake show 
it to be noxious; b 
ascertained by Dr.fRussel, who could not meet 
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Boa Hipnale. 8. flava, supra maculis magnis irregularibus sub- 
transversis albis fusco-marginatis fasciata. 

Yellow Boa, fasciated above by large irregular subtransverse 
white spots with brown edges. 

Serpens, s. Vipera Siamensis perelegans. - Seb. 1, t. 84, 

Abdominal seuta 179, subcaudal 120. 


A SMALL species, መ very و‎ proportion to 
its breadth; the cireumference of the body. being 
searce more than an inchand half, and the len gih 
from two to three feet: the head shaped like that 
of the Boa canina: the colour of the whole animal 
pale yellow above, wi 


1 pretty numerous trans- 
verse broken bars. of whi ack or. 






brown edges: the abdomer ቁ SI 
is said tobe a native of the East Indies, Br parti- 
cularly of t Mp ined: of Siam. 55. 0 


mur. 


„u ራ 


2 st. 


MOG-NOSED BOA. 


Doa Contor a$. . B. ሁም daxan, corpore crasso brevi, - 


naso simo. 3 
Grey Boa, spotted with tack, with short thick body; and 


turned “un nose. 


Hog-nosed Snake. Cath. da پر‎ p56 
Boa Contortrix. Lin. Syst- Nat, p. 373. 


Abdominal scuta 150, subcaudal 40. A 
| 


A SMALL species, 002 ex jodi the len 
of about fifteen inc heg large, with t 
cheeks swelling out like those of vipers ; ar b 
turning up, like that of a hog: body very thick 
towards the head : colour pale brown, with several 
large «black spots or patches disposed along the ' 
back and sides: towards the lower part of the 
back the spots form a kind of black bars over that 
part, the ground-colour between them being yél- 
lowish: the abdomen is of a dusky white with. 
small blackish spots.’ This species is a native of 
North America, and is of à poisonous nature: it 
is slow in its motions, and has a malevolent 85- 
pectë the tail is nearly a third of the length 0 the 
whole animal, 


۱ 
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fifteen inches: head rather large, | 
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Boa Palpebrosh, B: Alida, glauco fáciata, paljetsie.ertantibus 
Whitish Boa, obscurely fasciatef with grey, with prominent 
‘eyelids. 
Schlingende Natter. Men Bg " 
Abdominal scuta 1124 bcaudal 54, 


LENGTH abou 
and covered,in fiint with large scales: eyebrows 
remarkably prominent: body thick in proportion 
- to its length: colouw®pearly grey above, with ob- 
scure transverse dusky or blueish undulations: be- 
neath pale yellow-brown, with a small transverse 
oyal black spot.at the edge of every abdominal scu- 
tum, and a middle range of similar spots from the 
vent to the end of the tail, the extremity of which, 
fay about the length of half an inch, is furnished 
with divided scales: native country unknown: 
described by Mr. Merrem. This snake 1 have 
arranged among the Bow rather than the Colubri, 
on account of the vast predominancy of the Scuta 
over the Sguame on the under surface of the tail. 
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ANNULATED BOA, 


١ Res .هلشسقة‎ B. sm/trruginea, maculis. dorsolibus orbiculatis 
migris annulo inclusis, lui ralibus reniformibus ocellatis, abdomine 
fusco undulato, 

Subferr Uxinous Dot, viti یهت‎ *eular dorsal spots included 
in rings, seniform ۵ lateral spots, and abdomen un- 
dulated with dusky variezations. 

Mer. Surin, t. 5. 


Tits is rather a small species, measuring about 
two feet iu length: the head 15 rather large, as in 
the Boa hortulana and Enydris, to which this ani- 
mal is considerably allied, in its general appear- 
ance, but the back is marked with moderately 
large round black spots almost encircled by a nar- 
row zone of the same colour, including in conse- 
quence an interior circle of the ground-cole 
which is yellow ferruginous: along the sides کے‎ 

a row of large reniform black spots, accompanied 
by asmall round one between each: the abdomen, 
which is cinereous, is variegated by dusky undu- 
lations and spots in a somewhat transverse di- 
rection. 

This species occurs in the Museum of Dr. 
William Hunter. The only author who» Has 
figured the animal. seems to be Madam Merian, . 
who has introduced it as an ornament to her fifth 
plate of the Surinam Insects: jt is, therefore a 
native of South America. 7 v 
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Scuta abdominalia. ۲ Scuta or undivided lamelie 
Squama subcaudales. © under the abdomen. 
ዒን Broad alternate Sca/es under 
the tail. 


Tuis is by far the most numerous cf all the 
Linnwan genera of Serpents, and the species 
differ greatly in size and habit, according to their 
respective tribes; some, as the Vipers, having 
large, flattish, and subcordate heads, with ዱድ. 
short than long bodies and tails; while others, as 
the major part of the harmless serpents, have, in 
general, small heads, with longer bodies and tails 
in proportion. In some few species, exclusive of 
the usual subcaudal scales, are a few scuta or un- 
divided lamella, either at the beginning, or towards 
the tip of the tail, It is to be observed, that in 
the investigation of this genus the subcaudal scales, 
though alternate, are reckotied by pairs, so that 
the number marked under the respective species is 
. always to be understood to mean so many pair. 
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Coluber Berus: E. cinereus, Macula capitis, bilol 5 vifta dorsali 
atra dentato-repandi ae a < ۱ " T Le. 
Cinereous Viper, wi with. a pa 3 3 ton the icad; : nda lac N 

|  flexuous or zigzag b ንክ | 1 | 
Coluber Berus. ፲ኢ፣ 


he Viper. Penn. Brit. Fk 4.8.5... 
Abdo il his ع‎ 809, ብ a ۳۳۹ 
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body runs a rew of roundish or rather obscurely 


subtrigonal dusky spots, continuing to the end of 
the tail: the scales on the whole upper part of the 
animal, are carinated: the under surface is of a 
dusky or blackish colour, with a blueish gloss 
somewhat resembling that pf polished steel: the: 
general length of the Viper is about a foot ard 
half, or two feet, though some have been seer of 
much greater length, measuring near three feet : 
the fangs are situated, as ia other poisonois ኣርኾ- 
pents, on each side the fore part of the upper jaw, 


ra are generally two in number, with a few 


i le 


Smaller ones lying near the principal or large 
fangs, as if intended by Nature to supply the 
place of the former when lost either by age or 
accident. 

The Viper has always been considered as the 
most poisonous of the European serpents, and m- 
numerable are the cases recorded by medical and 
other writers of the fatality of its bite: yet the 
instances, in our own island at least, seem to be 
tar less frequent than generally supposed; and 
though the bite of this animal produces a painful 
and troublesome swelling, yet it is rarely of any 
other bad consequence. No doubt the case must 
differ, as in the bite of every other poisonous ser- 
pent, according to the nature of the part bitten, 
the constitution of the person, the strength and 
vigour of the animal, theiseason of the year, $e. 
Ke, and if the bite happens directly on a vein, it 
may perhaps be productive of the most alarming 
symptoms, and“ even sometimes prove fatal ፡ Set 


u. 
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Fontana, even in thë warm climatë of Italy, seems 
„ . to doubt whether any well-attested instance could 
\ be adduced in which the viper had killed any per- - 
„ son by its bite: butso discordant are the testimo- 
nies of authors oa the subject, that the judgement 
iA necessarily left suspended, not only relative to 
the effect of the bite, HAC to the nature of the poi- 
sonwtself, and its effect on the animal frame either 
when \njected into the blood, or received into the 
stomach. The poison of the Viper, according to 
Dr. Mead, and his associates 18 the experiment, 
is, ** when diluted with a little warm water, very 
sharp and fiery when tasted with the tip of the 
tongue, as if the tongue had been struck through 
with something scalding or burning: this sensa- 
tion went off im two or three hours; and one gen- 
tleman, who would not be satisfied without trying 
a large drop uadiluced, found his tongue swelled, 
with a little inflammation; and the soreness lasted 
two days." On the coütrary, the Abbé Fontana 
and some others describe it as of no particular 
acrimony of taste, but rather resemblingsoil or 
vum; and Dr. Russel, in his work on Indian Ser- 
pents, atfirms the same even of the poison of the 
Cobra de Capellos Nearly equal contradictions 
take place relative to the effect of the viperine 
¿poison taken into the stomach; Boerhaave quot- 
ing the well-known case of Jacob Sozzi, who at. 
thescourt of the Duke of Tuscan y is said to have — 
swallowed three drams of. this poison without ex- 上 
perieacing any ill effect; while Fontana, on the ል 
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368 COMMON VIPER. 


contrary, affirms, that this, 68801 be done with 
impunity, though it may not produce symptoms 
like those of the bite. -Some of the older writers 
equally disagree on this point; Matthiolus aflirm- / 
ing, that when: sucked. out of the wound it has 
proved fatal, while others have admitted the gene- 
ral.opinion of the ancief ss that it was harmless 
when thus received; and on this supposition, de- 
pended the practice of the Psylli, African, tribes 
who, followed this mode of curing those wlio were 
bitten by serpents, afd who were employed, ac- 
cording to Lucan, by Cato, in his margh through 
the Lybian deserts, for the recovery of iis wounded 
soldiers. Cato is also said to have assured his men, 
who feared to drink of the fountains, lest they 
should be infected by the poison of serpents, that, 
however noxious the bites of those animals miglit 
be, yet the poison must lose its effect wleu mixed 
with the water and drank, ግ, ١ 


0 y 
“ Jam spissior ignis, 

Et plaga, quam nullam Superi mortalibus ultra 

A medio fecere die, calcatur, et unda 
"'Rarior:inventus mediis fons unus arenis 

Largus aque : sed quem serpentum turba tenebat 

Vix capiente loco: stabant in margine siccae - 

Aspides, in mediis sitiebant Dipsades undis, 

Ductor, ut aspexit perituros fonte relicto; 

Alloquitur: Vana specie conterrite leti 

Ne dubita miles tutos haurire liquores : 

Noxiu serpentum est admisto sanguine pestis : 

Morsu virus habent, et fatum dente minantur : 

Pocula morte carent : dixit, dubiumque ሃሀ11099፤8 ' 
5. Housit.” E 


b 


| 





۱ ¬ 
"COMMON VIPER. — T 369 A 


And now with fiercer heat the desert clows, 

And mid-day gleamings aggravate their woes : 
When lo! a spring amid the sandy plain. As 
Shews its cléar mouth to.cheer the fainting train, 
But round the guarded I 118 in thick array 

Dire aspics ۵ their ca ngi eon ted Nuy ; ; 

And thirsting in the midst | the torrid Dipsas lay, 7 
Blank horror 5058 their veins; and at the view 5 
Back from the fount the troops recoiling few2 7,  م‎ 
When, wise above the crowd, by cates مود‎ h 

Their awful leader thus their dread dispell'd : "e 
Let not vain terfors thus your minds enslave ; Lae a 
Nor dream the se -rpent brood can taint the wave: - f. 


ad 


rgd by the fatal fang their poison kills; nn A 
Bër mixes harmless with the bubbling rills. . یب‎ Pr 
Dauntless he spoke, and bending as he teod 3 y 7 ‘ 
Drank witlğboo! qeu the پت ہج‎ flood, 

i ê ËS AN 35 

B The. symptoms, " says Dr. Mead, * which follow | 
the bite of a Viper, when it fastens either one on 
both its greater teeth in apy part of the body, are 
an acute pain i in the place wounded, with a swell- 
ing, at first red, butrafterwards livid, which by 
degrees spreads farther to the neighbouring parts ;- 
with great faintness, and a quick, though low, 
aud sometimes interrupted, pulse; great sickness 
at the stomach, with bilious, convulsive yomit- 
ings, cold sweats, amd. sometimes pain about the 
navel; and if the curé be not specdy, death itself, ~ 
unless the strength: of nature prove sufficient to 
overcome these TIE TO » and. tho it does, ከር 
swe ing still continues. inflamed for some times 
nay, in some cases, more considerably upon the 
abating of the ot ier symptoms than at the begins ^ | 

ning; and often from the small wound runs a ê 
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sanious liquor, and little pustules are raised about 
it: the colour of the whole skin, in less than an 
hour, is changed yellow, as if the patient had the 
jaundice. These mischiefs (although different 
climates, season of the year more or less hot, the 
greater or lesser rage of the Viper, the animal 
itself of a larger or smaller 51287 and consequently -~ 
able to communicate more or less venom, the’ 
wound made deeper, im 4 part more nervous Or 
tendinous, and therefore receiving more of ۰ 
‘poisonous liquor, and thë like circumstances?may 
variously heighten or abate them), yet fisually 
discover themselves much after the sanië manner 
in all; unless the bite happen nof to be accom- 
panied with the effusion of that liquor wbich is the 
main instrument and cause of this violent and 
shocking disturbance. " ۶7 
Dr. Mead, caused segeral animals, viz. dogs, 

cats, and pigeons, to be bitten by an enraged Vi- 
per; which animals generally died, some in a 
longer, and some in a shorter space of time; but 
it was observed that they all, immediately after 
being bitten, exhibited signs of acute pain, as if 
affected with sickness, fainting’, convulsions, &c. 
The head of a large Viper lay three hours after it 
was cut off: it was perfectly flaccid, and. without 
motion: a pigeon, wounded on the thigh by the | 
fangs of this head, was presently convulsedy ኤር. 
asfrom the-bite of the living animal, and died in °" 

seven hours. r ሃ" 

“The poison of the Viper was in ancient times 
collected by barbarian nations as a poison for their 
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arrows, the Scythians, according to Pliny, using - 
it for that purpose mixed with human blood : the 
poison of other serpents is used in a similar man- 
_ mer by savage nations at the present day *. 
N “The viperine poison,” says Boerhaave, ** is 
rendered inactive by digestion ia the stomach and 
Wow els, so that it will not afterwards exert its sad 
effects on the blood; for a whole ounce of the 
viperine venom taken by the. mouth will not kill». 
“an animal; when at the same time a small needle 
only, 于 本 和 in the same fluid, taking wp perdaps 
no "mor, than a hundredth part of a drop, aud 
then thrust into the blood of the living na al- 
most infallibly kills." 

ላ Viper," says the same author, “ bëjne en- 
raged by the members of the Tuscan Academy, 
and then suffered to bite the-nose of a strong bull, 
the animal died in a short time, and being opened 
by the most expert anatoinists, no uncommon 
alteration could be perceived cithersin the solid 
or fluid parts of the beast.” o 

The most established application forthe bi 
of a Viper is common olive oil, thoroughly ገቸ 
on the wounded part: this the Viper-Catchers ተ 
use, as is pretended, with perfect success; and all 
other applications, as volatile alkali, &c. &c. seem 

of far less certam efficacy. — Ye 


25 


b 


5 li this theory of poisoning darts there appears nothing i 
probable when we consider the effects of the variolous asi - ^ 
drièd on the point of a lancet and used in inoculation. 

t See the case ሀ" Isaac Oliver, in the Philosophical ^ Minas 
tions, 5.. 9 
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The Vi iper, though so much dreaded on account 
ofits bite, has been very highly esteem ed, both by the 
ancients and moderns, in a medical view, and used 
as a restorative and strengthening diet. This idea 
seems to have originated from the animal's casting 
its skin, like other snakes, and thus appearing, as , 


it were, in a state of renovated youth; and the, 


Snake being made the embiem of health, and coy 
secrated to JEsculapius, must have depended on/the 
same idea. The ancients used the flesh of/the™ 
Viper in leprous and other cases. The Greek 
physician Craterus, mentioned so often bjëCitero 


in ከ8 epistles to Atticus, cured, as Porphyrius 


relates, a miserable slave, whose skin in a strange 
manner fell off from his bones, by advising him 
to feed on Vipers flesh in the manner of fish. 
Antonius Musa, physician to Octavius Cesar 
(Augustus), is said by Pliny to have ordered the 
eating of Vipers in the case of otherwise incurable 
ulcers, which by this method were quickly healed. 

Galen says that those who are aftlicted with Ele- 
phantiasis are wonderfully relieved by eating Vi- 
pers flesh dressed like eels; and relates very re- 
markable eures of this disease performed by means 
of viper wine. Aretzus, who probably lived about 


the same time with Galen, and who of all the an- 


cients: has most accurately described the above- 
disorder, commends, as -Craterus did, the eating 
of Vipers instead of fish in the same diseases. 
Lopez, in his History of Congo, says the negroes 


tat roasted adders, and account them a most deli- 


cious food, ۰ In'India the Cobra de Capello is said 
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to be successfully given to be eaten by persons Up 
long wastings and declines. In France and Italy. N 
the broth; jelly, and flesh of Vipers isin much | 
esteem as a restorative medicine *. Dr. Mead 
thinks the best method is to boil them like fish, 
““ and if this will not go down, though it is really 
delicious fare,” to zgake use of wine in which they 
have been digested two or three days in a gentle 
heat, from which, he says, he has seen very, good - 
-effects in obstinate lepras. د‎ 
Though from these attestations it و‎ 
appears that the flesh of the Viper is really nutri- 
tive and good, yet, such are the revolutions of 
medical as well as of common taste, that Viper's 
flesh has now lost a great part of its former credit, 
and is very rarely prescribed in modern practice. 
The apparatus of poison in the Viper is the same 
as in the Rattle-Snake and all other poisonous ser- ١ 
pents, and will be found described. anatomically 
under that article, &c. 7 
The Viper, as before observed, is subject to vary 
much in colour, being sometimes of a fine pale » 
grey, or pale ferrugineus, with very.deep and dis- - 
tinct markings or pattern: sometimes dull brown 
with less distinct ditto. and, lastly, black, with 
scarce perceptible اد‎ which latter variety a 
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* The above ac 0981 ( of the ا‎ virtues of Viper's deshi ۱ 
chiefly from Dr. Mead, IF muy be added, that the celebrated _ 
Sir Kenelm Digby, for the recovery of bis-biloved wife ER Lad: 
Venetia Digby, from & «8508578955 caused E to feed on 
pons fat led with Us. a e ET 7 ir „Ê 
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“been called Vipera Antrlica nigrans, and is by 
- some considered as a distinct species. 

The Viper is viviparous, producing its young 
towards the close of summer. +,“ Ou the 4th of 
August, 1755,” says Mr. White*, “ we surprised 
a large female Viper, which seemed very heavy 
“and bloated; as it lay on the &>ass, basking të the 
stin. When we came to evt it up, we found that 
the abdomen was croudëd with young, fifteen in 
number: the shortest of which measured full 
seven inches, and were about the size of full- 

grown earthworms. This little fry issued Hito the 
world with the true viper spirit about thém, shew- 
ing great alertness as soon as disengaged from the 
belly of the dam: they twisted and wriggled 
about, and set themselves up, and gaped very 
wide when touched with a stick, shewing mani- 
fest tokens of menace and defiance, though as yet 
they had no manner of fangs that we could find, 
even with the help of our glasses." Mr. White, 
in another part of his work, informs us, that in 
the month of May a female Viper was opened, 
which had invita chain of eleven eggs, about the 
size of those of a blackbird ; but not so far ad- 
vanced as to shew the rudiments of the young. 

‹‹ Several intelligent folks," adds Mr, White, 
' “assure me that they have seen the Viper open 
her mouth, and admit her helpless young down 
herthroat on sudden surprises, just as the Opos- 

UE وی‎ ۰6 la 
m * White's Selburne. 
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sum does her brood into the pouch under her bë 
upon the like emergeneies; and yet the L 
Viper-Catchers insist on it to Mr. Barrington that ` 1 
no such thing ever happens.” » 

Sir Thomas Brown. however, seems inclined to . 
believe this circumstance. ** The young," says - 
he, “ supposed to Lreak through the belly of thë م‎ 
dain, will upon any fright, for protection, , run 
into it; for then the old one receives them 
her mouth, which way, the fright being past, M. ' 
will return again, which is a peculiar way of re- . 
fuge, and although it seem strange, is avowed by 
frequent experience and undeniable testimony,” 

I must add, that I have myself received on this * 
subject the information of a gentleman of great 
accuracy of observation, and who assures me of 
the truth of this particular in the natural history 
of the Viper, bebo 
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Coluber Prester. - C. miger, vitta dorsali dentata nigerrima. — 
Black Viper, with jet-blackdentated dorsal band. ..` i ~ 
Coluber Prester. Lin. Syst, Nat. p. 337. 6 1 
Vipera Anglica nigrans. Peto, Mus. p. AT: m. 104. ^ ف‎ 
Abdominal scuta 152, پا هن‎ ua. i ١ 心 1 

3 


Tuts Viper is Found" in s ^ part of England, 
and is said likewise to ocew f in Austria, and in 
some of the northern: êg c ns of f Asia. » It resem- 
bles the common Viper in eve 
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1 ır; being of a deep blacli,. with an indistinct 
pearance of the dorsal band of a still more in- 
tense blank: the edges of the lips áre bordered 
with whitish specks, “601 in some specimens the 
neck and EN are marked ith a few indistinct 
vellowish spots. እ... Pennant, in (the British 
| oology, © considers it as a mereesarict ty of the com- 
mon viper ; ; but by others, and particularly by 
i, it is regarded as @ distinct species; and 
vis ranked as such in the Sy stema Natura of Lin- 
| It is generally supposed to be equally poi- 
AR io the common Viper: yet if the Austrian 
Plaëk Viper of Laurenti be really the same kind 
- with that found in other parts of Europe, it should 
seem to be innoxious; but perhaps the specimens 
which he made use of in conducting his experi- 
ments had either fot arrived at their full size and 
vigour, or had previously discharged their poison 
by biting other animals: since the pigeons and 
chickens. which he exposed to its fury, were no 
otherwise injured than by mere puneture, without 





| suffering any symptoms of. ፡፡ 
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Coluber Cacodanton, ር ater, cpt It pedi corpore ^ 

Crasso. 
Black Vipe 
Black V 
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Coluber Vipera. 
bidus, cauda bredi mı arë, LN 
Subferrugingus Viper, spotted with brown, beneath whitish 
with short m T nate tail, - ኘ 7; 
Coluber Vipera: Lan. Syaf Mat. p. 2 | | 
Abdominal së s ı15, sube 1dal scales 22. ES eo | i 
o سے‎ pës EU 
Turs, “hich is said tobe t e oficina 
the Egyptians, seems 10 | 
described by Hasselquist, who | 
is imported in considerable q "ክኒ 
to Veni nige for the use of 1 
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composition of the Theriaca, &c. Its size is some- 
what smaller than that of the commor. Viper: the 


“head not so flat on the top, but very protuberaut 
“on each side: the snout very obtuse: the body 
“thick towards the middle, and somewhat quadran- 


gular, but thin and cylindric towards the head 
and tail, which latter is short, slender, conical, 


. and terminated by a slightly incurved horny point ， 
“or tip: the scales on all the upper parts of theani- 


mal are oval and carinated: the Cbism"ussve is 
pale-ferruginous with darker spots, and beneath 
entirely whitish: the usual length of this species, 
according to Hasselquist, is about two spans and 
an inch, of which the tail measures only an inch. 
This is by some supposed to be the Asp of Cleo- 
patra, by the bite of wich that high-spirited 
princess determined to die, rather than submit to 
be carried to Rome in order to grace the triumph 
of Augustus. It seems, however, utterly impossible 
to determine this point. Mr. Bruce, as the reader 
will find in the description of the Cerastes, rather 
supposes that serpent to have been the species em- 
ployed, Mr. Schneider, in his work, entitled His- 
toria Amphibiorum, considers the Egyptian Viper 
above described to be the true Dipsas of the an- 
cients which was flay reported to kill by 
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thirst, 
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Coluber Ammodytes, C, pom vitta dorsali dentata. 


atra, verruca nasali erecta. “$ à 
Glaucous-brown'Viper, with dentated black dorsal band, and 7 


upright nasal wart. | " 
Coluber Ammodytes. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 376. Aldr, Serp. 169. 


“Abdominal scuta 142, subcandal squama 32. | 
¬ : Mi^ « 

Tits species is greatly allied to the Viper in | 
general appearance, but is always distinguished. 
by an erect pointed process on the tip of the 
sual colour is either blueish-grey - 
or brown, with Y continued black dorsal band 
resembling that of. the Viper. It is found 3s 
many parts of, the ea3tern regions, “and is- used 
و‎ for the same purposes as the co 

Viper. It 15 considered as an extremely 3 
ous species, and, according to Matthiolus, proves, 
fatal in the space of three hours, "e 
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snout: 115 





= 
١ 


CHARASIAN VIPER CS 


Coluber Charasii, C. rufus, naso supra subacuminato, corpore 
stris brevibus fuscis transversis subconfluentibus notato, 

Rufous Viper, with the. nose acuminated above, and the. body 2 
marked with short, subconfinent, dusky transverse streaks. 

„La Vipere. Charas. Nov. Exper. i. A: CIUS 15 


Tuis species is described y 11 French author መኳ 
of the name of Char: ho, though 4-2 
quaintcaywith the ana tomy of 
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structure and use of the fangs and receptac n€ QË 
p poison, yet contended, in opposition. to the cele’ 
_ brated Redi, that when a Viper bit, the symptoms 
of poison succeeding the bite, were caused by 
what he termed the ** enraged spirits” of the crea- 
"ture, and not by the supposed. poisonous fluid. 

This species has the general appearance of the 
Berus, or common viper, but is distinguished, by që 
the want of the dorsal band, s 
that animal, and by the upright, subacuminated 
tip of the snout: the colour of the upper parts is 

| Ferruginous, marked with several sliort, scattered, 
stand subconfluent letter-like streaks here and there 
- dispersed on the skin: the undër parts are of a 
dusky colour, with a steely lustre, and are speckled 
with yellow. This species fs a native of France, 
and in its general manners, as well as in size, ap- 
pears to resemble the common Viper, of which it 

has sometimes been suspected a variety; 








REDI'S YIPER, 
ena wCulubêr. Redi. C. fusco-ferrugineus, serie dorsali. quadruplici 
transversa striarum brevium subconfluentium fuscarum. 
Tegrugimons-brown Viper, with à quadruple transverse dorsal 
፦ series of short subconfluent brown streaks. 
— Coluber Redi. Lin, Syst. Nat. Gmel. p. 1091, 
adis ہی‎ scuta 152, subcaudal squam:e 33, 


a, - "fuis is. greatly allied to ¡the common Viper, 
7 but differs in DOE marked throughout the whole 


be pper parts, with a quadrupie series 


ም 






ASP. se < 
کم‎ 306 alternate streaks, of which ዬ | 
I 


he intermediate ones are often confluent : the نذا‎ 
colour of the under parts is rufous, more especi= | 
ally towards the head and tail. This is the pera 7 ٦ 
of Redi, and is the species with which the experi- 
ments of that philosopher relative to animal poi- 


. sons were principally made. Tt is found in many 


parts of Italy, as well as in Austria, and 15 said to 
be. porcunous than the common Viper. 
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Coluber Aspis. Ng, rufescens, maculis dorsalibus nA “ሠ 
fuscis alternis, versus caudam subconfluentibus, 867. 

Rufescent Viper, with royndish, alternate, duşky, dorsal 4ኤ 
subconfluent tovvards the tail, 

Coluber Aspis? Lin, Syst, Nat. p. 378. ١ 

L'Aspic, Cepede Serp. p. 53. pl..2, f- 1. | Û 

Alıdominal scuta 155, subcaudal scales 37. 





THE true Asp of the ancients seems to be en- 
tirely unknown, owing to the discordant desërips ب‎ 
tions and^want.of precision. in the works of an- ~ 
cient authors ; but the Linnean Coluber Aspisis ` 
supposed to be the serpent described under the ~ 
name of Aspic by the Count de Cepede, who 3 
informs us that it is a native of France, and par, 
ticularly of the northern provinces of that coun- ha 


«try. The individual described by ‚Cepede mea- y 


sured about three feet i in length, of yyhich the 
sand ei کا‎ i s کا‎ : 
rather large, and ` covered 3 


“cales, the body with large of) eya ed + 









‘measured three inches 


e= 


- 5 


1 


$ s | o 
5282 . :. SWEDISH VIPER. 


pa” 


— the colour is pale rufous grey, and along~the ኳላ 
bê. 7 per parts are three longitudinal rangës of roundis 
8. deep-rufous spots, bordered with black, and which 
وگ‎ : unite or become confluent towards the tail, in 
(3 such a manner as to exhibit the appearance of a 
zigzag band, resembling in some degree that of 

the common Viper: the under parts are of a dusky 

| colour, marbled with dull yellow: in the strugs 
- . of its fangs it resembles the Vi nget 

— - ከ6 equally poisonous. I must not omit to observe 

that Mons: Latreille is not willing to allow this 


| serpent to be the real Coluber Aspis of Linnzus. 
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Coluber Chersea. C. subferrugineus, vitta dorsali atra flexuosa, 
capite subtus albido, 
Subferruginous Viper, with black flexuous dorsal Land, and 
" head whitish beneath. 
Coluber Chersea. Lin. Syst. Nat. p. 377. 
Abdominal scuta 150, subcaudal scales 34. 


Tarsis said by Linnzeus to be extremely nearly 
allied to the preceding, of which it might even be 
supposed a variety, but is of smaller size, not 
«often exceeding the length of a span: it is said 
to be most frequent in the province of Smoland, 

* where it is greatly dreaded by the inhabitants, . 

0 vconsider its bite as mortal: its colour is a 

y rufous brown, with cm dorsal band 


common Vipen: the 


of. a 44 colour, as in 
“ head is ovate, , of a pale colour, and "marked wich 
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a beart-shaped dusky. spot, the divisions of which 
fre directed backwards, In the Memoirs of the 
Swedish Academy is an account of a young man, © 
a labourer, bit by this animalon the toe of the 
left foot: in six hours space the whole leg and 
thigh were red and swelled; the pulse intermitted, 
and the patient was oppressed with pains in the 
-head and bowels, accompanied by lassitude, fe. sthë - 
juice of the ash-leaves being in Sweden a popular * 
speciüc ıı, similar cases, a glass of the expressed = 
juice, mixed with wine, was exhibited every half + ۲ 
hour, and a cataplasm of the bruised leaves ap- - 
plied to the wound: in the evening a glass of* 
"warm olive oi! was swallowed. By these means 
the patient w as yreatly relieved ; slept well«düting 7 
the night, and found the sw elling much reduced . 
by the next morning;. but, neglecting to repeat 
the same remedies, it again returned, and 
again dissipated by the same applications, and in 
two or three days the patient recovered. Linnaus, 
however, is said to have been not so fortunate in 
his attempts to cure, by means of olive oil, 2 wa 
man wounded by this kind of viper, since the me- 
dicine proved 1060990565 and the woman died. 
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Coluber Lebetinus. C. griseus, serie quadruplici macularum 
transcersarum ; ل ما‎ flavescéntibus, lateralibus nigrican- 
tibus. 

Grey Viper, with a ۳200 series of transverse spots, the 
middle ones yellowish, the lateral dusky. 


Abdominal scuta 155, subcaudal squama 46. 






This is aViper of considerable size measuring, 
according to Forskal, near a cubit in length, and 
being of a very thick form towards the middle: 
the head is large, broad, depressed, and subcor- 


date: the neck rather slender: the tail about four 


inches long: the scales on the? head small, and 
those on the other parts largér, ovate-obtuse, flat, 
and carinated: the back is deflected considerably 
on eachside: colour grey : with four series of al- 
ternate transverse spots, those of the middle series 


** Coluber Lebetinus. Lin, Syst. Nat. p. 278. 


> 


~ 


yellowish, and those of the lateral blackish: the 


under parts pale or whitish, pretty thickly freckled 
with dusky specks. This snake is a native of 
Greece and the Grecian islands, as Cyprus, Ke. 

where it is:called by the name of Kufi (Ken), or 


„deaf snake. Its bite is said by Forskal to prove 





ucing insuperable somnolency. By the 
mike learned, in those regions, it is termed Aspis, 


and Forskal supposes it to have been the Aspis of 


the ancients. Atis said to be often found in corn 
fields during the harvest iras, and is much 
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Coluber Sc wir ری جا‎ 
Coal-black V nt M 
Coluber Scytha. - 1 T. 
Abdominal scuga 152 
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cesses, situated above the eyes, and jointing for- 
| wards: these horns have nothing :nalogous in 
- their structure to the horns of quadrupeds, and 
are by no means to be considered in “he light of 
either offensive or defensive weapons: they i tua 
crease, however, the natural antipathy so generally 
felt against the serpent tribe, and give the animal a 
more than ordinary appearance of malignity. The 
Cerastes is a native of many parts of Africa, and 
is principally found in sandy deserts and dry 
. places. Its usual colour is a pale yellowish or 
reddish brown, with a few rather large, distant, 
round, or transversly oblong spots of a deeper 
colour. dispersed. along the upper parts of the 
body, the belly or under part being of a pale lead 
colour. In Syria and Arabia the Cerastes 15 par- 
ticularly frequent, and is also found in many parts 
of Egypt, &c. - It bears a very great affinity to 
the common Viper, and its bite is perhaps still 
more to be dreaded, since, exclusive of tbe gene- 
ral danger of treading aecidentally on this reptile, 
and thus irritating jt unawares, it is said to pos- 
sess a propensity of.springimg with great sudden- 
ness to a considerable distance, and. assailing 
without provocation those who pre to ap- 
proach it. 

i The general history and manners of this serpent 
are amply detailed by Mr. Bruce, who, in the 
course of his travels, had frequent opportunities 
of contemplating it in its native regions. 

“st The Cerastes,” says Mr. Bruce, ** inhabits 
the greatest part of she Eastern Continent, espe- 
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Abias, d in Africa. I never saw so. A 
as in the Cyrenaicum, where the 
‘Jerboa is ffequent in proportion. He isa great | 
loves of heat ; for though the sun was burning hot 
all day, when we made a fire at night, by digging 
a hole, and burning wood to charcoal in it, for 
dressing our victuals, it was seldom we had fewer 
than half a dozën of these vipers, who burnt them» | 
selves to death by approaching the embers. ~The 
general size of the Cerastes, from the extremity of | 
its snout to the end of the tail, is from thirteen to ® " 
fourteen inches: its head is triangular, very flat, 4 
but higher near where it joins the neck than tor 
wards the nose: the length of its head, from the `) 
point of the nose to the joining of the neck, is 1۳ ብ 
ten twelfths of an inch, and the breadth nine . 
twelfths: between its horns is three twelfths: the 
opening of its mouth, or rictus 0115, is eight 
twelfths: its horns in length three tw elfths: its 
large canine teeth something more than three. 
twelfths and a half: its neck, at the joining of 5 
the head, four twelfths: the body, where thickest, 
ten twelfths: its tail, at the joining of the body, 
two twelfths and a half: the tip of the tail one, 
twelfth; the length of the tail one inch and three 
twelfths the aperture of the eye two twel fths, but 
this varies, apparently according to the *impres- 
sion of light. “The Cerastes has sixteen small, im- 
Bec téeth, hollow, crooked, inwards, and of | 
arkably fine polish, white in “colour, inclin- - 
SË ueish : near one n of the bottom'is i 
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strongly fixed in the upper jaw, 7 folds back 
like a,clasp knife, the. point incliyi ing inwards, 
and the greatest part of the tooth is Ev ered with a 
“a green, salt membrane, not drawn tiglit, but as 
it were wrinkled over it: immediately above (his 
is a slit along the back of the tooth, which ends 
nearly in the middle of it, where the tooth curves 
inwardly.. From this aperture I apprehend that it 
sheds its poison, not from the point, where, with 
the best glasses, I could never perceive an aper- 
a Lure, so that the tooth is not a tube, but hollow 
1 only half way; the point being for making the 
| Micision, and by its pressure occasioning the ve- 
nom in the bag at the bottom of the fang, to rise 
imithe tooth, and spill itself through the slit into 
the wound. By this flat position of the tooth 
= along «the: jaw, and its being defended by the 
membrane, it eats in perfect, safety.; for the tooth 
cannot press the bag.of poison at the root while it 
lies in this position, nor can it rise in the tubc to 
«spill itself, nor can the tooth make any wound, so 
asito receive it; but the animal is supposed to eat 
but seldom, or only when itis with young. This 
viper has only one row of teeth; none but the ca- 
-nine are noxious.'. The poison is very copious to: 
- so small a creature, it is fully as large.as a. drop of 
.laudanum, dropt from a vial by a car cful hand. 
Viewed through a glass, it appears not perfectly 
transparent or pellucid, I should imagine it hath . 
other reservoirs than the bag under thi tooth, ድ 
"I compelled it to scratch eighteen RU ^on 
thigh as quickly as possible, and they all died nea 
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ing ብሰህ] disëcëtioli ها‎ the head of | ` 
nade me so cautious, that any obser- 
ild make نک‎ these parts vvould be 
3s to be depended upon.” 
“了 People have doubted whether or not this yel- e 
low liquor is the poison, “and the reason has been, 
that animals who had tasted it, did not die as 
when bitten, but this reason does not hold good ` 
in modern physics. We know why the saliva of 
a mad dog has been given to animals, and has . 
not affected them; and a German physician was | 
bold enough to distil the pus or putrid matter 
flowing from the ulcer of a person infected by the 
plague, and taste it afterwards, without bad con- 
sequences; so that it is clear the poison has no 
activity till through some sore or wound it is 
admitted into the circulation. Again, the tooth- 
itself, divested of that poison, has as little effect; y l 
The viper deprived of his canine teeth, an opera= 
tion very easily performed, bites, without any 
fatal consequence, with the others ; and many ع‎ 
stances there have been of mad degê having bit - 
people cloathed in coarse woollen stuff, which had - 
_ so far cleaned the teeth of the saliva in passing 
^ through it, as not to have left the smallest inflam-* + 
mation after the wound.” i : 
‘The Cerastes ismentioned by name in I - 
and «without warranting the separate existence 0 
any of the rest, I can see sëveral that are but .. U 
“the Cera stës under another term “ithe Thebanus - 2 
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T CERASTES. 
the ui all of them are but th|s viper, de- 
ኢይ * scribed from the form of its parts for colours *. 
` Cato must have been marching in tifë night when 
et this army of serpents: the Qeyastes hides ' 
- itself all day in holes in the sand, where it lives kî 
eva and similar houses to those of the Jer- 
— boa; and I have already said, that I never but once 
found any animal in this viper's belly, but one 
Jerboa in a gravid female Cerastes.” 
ገው! kept two of these last-mentioned creatures 
in a glass jar, such as is used for keeping sweet- 
. Meats in, for two years, without having given 
- them any food: they did not sleép, that I ob- 
sëfvad, in winter, but cast their skins the last days 
of April. The Cerastes moves with great rapidity, 
and in all directions, forward, backward, and side- 
ways. When he inclines to surprise any one. who 
is-too far from him, he creeps with his side to- 
wards the person, and his head averted, till judg- 
ing his distance, he turns round, springs upon 
him, and fastens upon the part next to him: for 
it is motıtrue what is said, that the Cerastes does 
not leap or spring. 1 saw one of them at Cairo, 
in the house of Julian and Rosa, crawl up the side 
of a box, in which there were many, and there lie 
still as if-hiding himself, till one of the people | 
who brought them to us, came near him, and 
though in a very disadvantageous posture, stick- 
ing, as it were, pei ها‎ ‹: the side of -the 
jens he mo near اس ووب‎ three Eo ahd 


wê 






P 





| = i | ጉብ 
Pat رر‎ Sê TA O > 
mn. ¬ , Luc. lib. 9. 1 ۲ E ۳ „Ana Lega 


4, d | ” e - 
۳ ù = 











| CERASTES. ` رت ا‎ 
fastened betfreen the man's fore-finger and thumb: 
so as to bring the blood. The fellow shewed t no " 
sign of eithey pain or fear, and we kept him with ^ 

ኣሂመ four; ours, without his applying any sort 

f remedy, or his seeming inclined so to do. To 

mdke myself assured that the animal was in its — 
perfect state, I made: the man hold him by the 
neck, so as to force him to open his mouth, and 
lacerate the thigh of a pelican, a bird I had tamed, -~ 
as big as a swat, The bird died in about thirteen 
minutes, though it was apparently affected in fifty 
seconds: and we cannot think this was a fair trial, 
because, a very few minutes before, it had bit the 
man, and so discharged part of its virus, andit - 
was made to scratch the pelican by force, without 
any irritation or action of its own.” 

“1 apprehend this to be the Aspic, which Cleo- 
patra employed to procure her death. Alexandria, 
plentifully supplied by water, must then have had 
fruit of all kinds in its gardens: the baskets of figs ٢ 
must have come from thence, and the Aspic or 
Cerastes that was bid in them, from the adjoining: 
desert, where they are plenty to this day; for to 
the westward in Egypt, where the Nile overflows, 
there is no sort of serpents whatever that ever I. 

~ ` Saw, nor, as I have before said, is there any other - 
of the mortal kind that I know; in those parts of 
Africa adjoining to Egypt; excepting the Cerastes. i 
It should seem very natural for any one, who, - 
. from motives of distress; has resolved to put a pes. 
~od to his existence, especially women, “and weak - 
| a ا ہیں تور‎ fo handle imi to sek c | 
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he al len method to free themsel les from the 
„ load of life now become insupportüble. This, 
“however, has not always been the gase with the 
` ancients. Arria, Poetus's wife, stabhed herself 


_ with a dagger, to set her husband an example të 
die, with this memorable assurance, after giving 
herself the blow, Poctus, it is not painful! Porcia, 
the wife of Brutus, died by the barbarous, and not 
obvious way of perishing, by swallowing fire; the 
violent agitation of spirits prevailing over the mo- 
menfary difference in the suffering. It is not to 
ubted but that a woman, high-spirited like 
Cleopatra, was also above the momentary differ- 
ences in feeling; and had the way in which she 
died not been ordinary and usual, she certainly 
would not have applied herself to the invention of 
a new one. We are therefore to look upon her 
dying by the bite of the Cerastes as only follow- 
ing the manner of death which she had seen 
adopted by those who intended to die without 
torment. Galen, speaking of the Aspic in the 
great city of Alexandria, says, I have seen. how 
speedily they (the Aspics) , occasioned ۰ 
Whenever any person is condemned to die whom 
they wish to end quickly and without torment, | 
they put the viper.to his breast, and ‘suffering 
+¥ him there to creep a little, the man is presently | 
killed. Pausanias speaks of particular serpents 
that were to be found in Arabia, among the bal- ° 
sam-trees, several of which 1 procured, both alive መ 
. and dead, when I brought the tree from Beder 
Hunein; but ba were. still the me Species of بت‎ 
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ግ ‘plied to a hen, 7 ክር Which bû died i 19,5 es 
ሎ ‚minutes ; “and, to compl te th experimënt, the 
` mà | has taken it by the neck, à | "beginning at 
the tail, i, has ate it, as one would ጩ a carrot ora 


i celery, without + seeming repug- 


E We ‘know from history, that where any coun- 
መጽ ከ85 been remarkably: infeste with serpents, 
| there the people have reened by this secret. 
The Peylli nd Ma of old pp 
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‘that all the black people in the kingdom of Sen- 
T naar, whether > or pipas are perfectly armed 
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washing themselves (itis 8 9t anoint ng) withan — 
infusion of cert iim p 8 water, = One. day, | 
yhen I was sitting with e broth ۳ 3 kh ود‎ 
Aqèlan. prime, sinister of 8 slave of his —— 
broùght a Cerastes, which he. ٣ Bn Fakes out | ١ 
of 01 Prem. eni | 
lari. 1 told. fan my عي‎ die ከር 
had been drawn, but he assured me they were not | 
as did his master Kitton, who took it Tom 1 

wound it round his , and at my desire: ` 
the servant to carry it وتو‎ with me. 1 ne 
chicken: by the neck, and made it a ፡ 


him; his seeming indifference left him, and he | 
it with great signs of anger: the chicke + Minji î 
almost immediately * : I say his $ eming ዘሀበ — 
ence, for I constantly observed, بج‎ however 
liv ely, the viper was before, yet upon being. 
by any of these barbarians, he seemed as if tak 
with sickness, and feebleness, frequently shur his 
eyes, and never turned his ¿quo outh towards the ar n^ 7 
of the përson that held him. “ËT asked Kitton ይ 1 
they came to be exempted ftom this mischief? | de 

said they were born, so, and sossaid Mar grave an 
respectable. men “among them. - Many of | 
lighter and lower sort talked oe er cdi ments by 
words. and by writing; but t y ፣ E ik ew | owto 
prepare any P ESTA medicines, which were de ` 
coctions of he hi 
"thus armed fo 
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feats as those Femer the emption natu- 
rally the drugs were given. ¢, and 1 several 
qu armed myself, as I though resolved to 7 
1 6 experiment ; but my heart ليع[ نوكسم 6ہ‎ m 
¬ when I came to the trial; because among. ሓል 
avretched people it was a pretence they might very 
probably have sheltered themselves under, that I 
was a Christian, and that therefore it had no effect 
upon me. | 1 have still remaining by me a small 
- quantity of this root, but never had an እድ ቲኪ 
نیب‎ of trying the experiment.” 
The Cerastes often makes its appearance among 
the numerous hieroglyphic figures on the various 
«remains of Egyptian antiquity ; ; and is particularly 
pie on a pair of large sculptured stones 
E i from ` Alexandria, and preserved in the 
ritish “Museum, and which, probably, .niade a 
of the cornice of some magnificent temple. 
1 " This animal, like some.other poisonous serpents, 
| kë is supposed to be viviparous. 
| The admirable figure of the Cerastes, in the 
ነ Appen endix to Mr. pg Travels, is deserving of 
E. highest commendation, and infinitely sur- 
ማው MEA prior representation of the animal. It 
refo: account of its superior nierit, se- 
| 1 for e present putos 
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| Bee large 
—A „and sharp-pointed ከ - j situate 4, ndë as in the 
9 Cerastes a ove the’ s, but c ot ‚the, top of the 
` D» nos > Or anterior part of thë uj per 6 
horns s and Ser ngot, it incline slightly 
ca le ፡ outwai ds on each side, and 
። 01 ancen 10 cab solütely horny, but in some 
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esided: a d. half am inch in 
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